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Nicotine — A volatile liquid, is the principal alkloid of tobacco

in which it occurs to the extent of 4 to 59 along with minute
amounts of closely related alkloids.

Nicotine ~— is still used in medicine to a smail extent, but
the principal demand for it is as a horticultural insecticide.

It is prepared by adding lime or caustic Soda to a filtered
concentrated, aqueous extract of tobacco — stalk and other tobacco -
refuse is generally used- and recovering the alkloid so set free
by extration with a suitable solvent or by steam-distillation. This
crudle alkloid is free from water by a chemical drying agent, such
as solid potash and then fractionally distilled,
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